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School-Based Health Center Opens at
 Taft Information Technology High School
Center will Provide Access to Healthcare for Taft Students, Virtual Students 
and Surrounding Community 
Cincinnati, OH – August 9, 2016.  Interact for Health, a catalyst for health and wellness, along with the Cincinnati Health Department, Cincinnati Public Schools and Growing Well today announced the opening of a new school-based health center (SBHC) located in the Taft Information Technology High School. School-based health centers are full service Cincinnati Health Department primary care centers serving the medical needs of children and families in the school and community. 

“Interact for Health is focused on building healthy communities for all people,” said Francie Wolgin, senior program officer of School Aged Children’s Health at Interact for Health. “Through these centers, we’re providing access to quality services so students are healthy enough to achieve at their fullest potential.” 

The development of the Taft IT SBHC was funded through $270,000 in grants from Interact for Health. The center will provide physicals, asthma management, immunizations, prescription medications, sick and injury care, and health education to students and families. 
“This health center will benefit students both from Taft IT and the Virtual High School. High school students miss an average of 2.6 days a year often due to health care needs that can now be met in the school-based health center” said Mary Ronan, Superintendent.  

"One of the challenges of moving students forward academically is ensuring that their physical, mental and emotional needs are met to the point that they can focus on absorbing the high quality instruction that we provide for them,” said Michael D. Turner, principal of Taft IT High School. “The opening of the Taft IT High School Health Center will provide much needed assistance in closing the gap on physical health barriers that exist for our students.  We are truly grateful to all parties involved, including Interact for Health and the Cincinnati Health Department, for this opportunity” 

The new Taft IT SBHC marks the 12th center within Cincinnati Public Schools, currently serving over 25,000 students. The Taft IT SBHC anticipates serving approximately 500 in its first year. The Cincinnati Health Department will oversee operations in consultation with Growing Well. 

−more−
 ABOUT INTERACT FOR HEALTH
Interact for Health is building healthy communities for all people. We serve as a catalyst for health and wellness by promoting healthy living through grants, education, research, policy, and engagement. Interact for Health is an independent foundation that serves 20 counties in Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana. More information can be found at www.interactforhealth.org
ABOUT CINCINNATI PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Cincinnati Public Schools offers families more high-quality school choices and academic programs than any other district in the Tristate region. CPS is a leader among Ohio’s eight large-city school districts in overall student performance. 

The district’s innovative approach to education, investment in effective and caring teachers, and vast array of collaborative partnerships have accelerated school performance to the highest level in decades – ensuring that its 34,000 students in preschool to grade 12 thrive and graduate prepared to lead successful lives in the 21st century. CPS operates 55 schools spread across 90 square miles. To learn more, visit cps-k12.org.
ABOUT GROWING WELL

Growing Well is an independent nonprofit organization that improves the health of our communities by connecting students and their neighbors to accessible, school-based health services.  Growing Well supports centers in Kentucky and Ohio, creating an environment where children are healthy and achieving at their fullest potential.  For more information about Growing Well, visit growingwell.org.
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